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Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / Sept. 25

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Deployment of Forces
in Response to the Terrorist Attacks of September 11

September 24, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

On the morning of September 11, 2001,
terrorists hijacked four U.S. commercial air-
liners. These terrorists coldly murdered
thousands of innocent people on those air-
liners and on the ground, and deliberately
destroyed the towers of the World Trade
Center and surrounding buildings and a
portion of the Pentagon. In response to
these attacks on our territory, our citizens,
and our way of life, I ordered the deploy-
ment of various combat-equipped and com-
bat support forces to a number of foreign
nations in the Central and Pacific Com-
mand areas of operations. In the future,
as we act to prevent and deter terrorism,
I may find it necessary to order additional
forces into these and other areas of the
world, including into foreign nations where
U.S. Armed Forces are already located.

I have taken these actions pursuant to
my constitutional authority to conduct U.S.
foreign relations and as Commander in
Chief and Chief Executive. It is not now
possible to predict the scope and duration
of these deployments, and the actions nec-
essary to counter the terrorist threat to the

United States. It is likely that the American
campaign against terrorism will be a
lengthy one.

I am providing this report as part of my
efforts to keep the Congress informed,
consistent with the War Powers Resolution
and Senate Joint Resolution 23, which I
signed on September 18, 2001. As you
know, officials of my Administration and
I have been regularly communicating with
the leadership and other Members of Con-
gress about the actions we are taking to
respond to the threat of terrorism and we
will continue to do so. I appreciate the
continuing support of the Congress, includ-
ing its passage of Senate Joint Resolution
23, in this action to protect the security
of the United States of America and its
citizens, civilian and military, here and
abroad.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUsH

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Robert C. Byrd, President
pro tempore of the Senate.

Remarks Following Discussions With Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of
Japan and an Exchange With Reporters

September 25, 2001

President Bush. 1 am really pleased and
honored that my personal friend and a
friend of the United States has come all
the way from Japan to express his solidarity
with the American people and our joint
battle against terrorism.

The Prime Minister and I had a wide-
ranging discussion about ways that we can

cooperate with each other to fight global
terrorism. Most notably, we talked about
the need to work in a way to cut off their
funding. The Prime Minister also talked
about ways that Japan will share intel-
ligence, that we’ll work cooperatively on the
diplomatic front. We had a great discussion.
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